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figures (but holding the oil in hand) appear in the metal work of India 
hflater times. Lastly we have the figure of the goddess which was 
discovered by the Survey when I was at Mohenjo-Daro last November. 
ItTs a goddess in padnisana posture (Buddha-hke) with hm P«rto- 
graphs above figure, on a square seal. To the upper left is an elephant, 
and lower, a lion or tiger ; to the upper right is a crocodile and lower is a 
buffalo. The symbolism of four animals round a central divine figure 
is expressed verbographically in the Yajur-veda C); We have the 
goat, sheep, tiger and lion round the central figure of Puxusha. 

The seals are apparently current coin evolved after a period of 
cattle currency, and I find that one of the silver coins in the Museum 
of Mohenjo-Daro exactly resembles a seal in size and shape and has 
marks which resemble some of those on the punch-marked coins of 
India. 

The Age of the Culture. 

It appears to me that all the seals taken together display three 
stages in evolution. The earliest are the square or oblong seals of 
Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro. Here the passage for thread extends 
right across the body of the seal from top to bottom. A second stage 
of evolution is suggested by the seals which have a perforated boss 
at the back through which a tasselled cord might pass. A seal of 
this class is described by Coomaraswami ( 1 2 ). I find it anticipated in 
the gold discs between the seals at Mohenjo-Daro which are provided 
with a vertical bar through which the thread was passed. These and 
the circular objects with rounded backs and a central hole are ana- 
logous to those of the first period of Susa ( circa 4000 B.C.) The flat 
seals of the earlier period may therefore be assigned to the fifth mil- 
lenium B.C. The cylindrical seals are the latest and they appear 
simultaneously in Elam, Sumer and Egypt. 

A study of the pottery and pictographs points to the same con- 
tTT comparative study of the pictographs on the seals 

Langdon holds that the seals of the Indus valley are in script which 
. nea J er to pre-Sumenan than to Sumerian proper (4000 B.C.) Hall 
is m favour of tracing the pre-Sumerian pottery to India As has 

(1) Tait. Sam. V. 3. 1. * ~ 

(2) Hindustan Review for July 1929, p. 42. 


